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VI. BLENDED INTENSIVE PROGRAMMES (BIPs)
Blended Intensive Programmes (BIPs) are short, intensive educational programmes that employ innovative teaching and learning methods, including online collaboration. These programmes may involve problem- and solution-based learning, whereby multinational and multidisciplinary groups work together to address challenges related to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or other societal issues identified by regions, cities, or businesses.
Blended Intensive Programmes should provide clear added value compared to existing courses or training activities already offered by the participating higher education institutions and may be organised over multiple years.
Through a new and more flexible mobility format that combines physical mobility with virtual learning, BIPs aim to reach students from all fields of study and all levels of higher education, regardless of their cultural, social, or economic background.
Higher education institutions may organise short-term BIPs for students and staff, incorporating learning, teaching, and training activities. Throughout these programmes, groups of students and/or staff participate in short-term physical mobility integrated with a mandatory virtual component that enables collaborative online learning and teamwork.
The virtual component must bring participants together online to work simultaneously on specific tasks and assignments integrated into the BIP and designed to contribute directly to the intended learning outcomes of the programme.
BIPs may also be open to students and staff from higher education institutions outside the partnership. These programmes aim to strengthen the capacity of participating higher education institutions to develop and implement innovative teaching and learning methods.
Higher education institutions may establish a Blended Intensive Programme in cooperation with at least two ECHE-holding partner higher education institutions located in Programme Countries. A BIP may be organised by a consortium consisting of at least three ECHE-holding higher education institutions established in Programme Countries, one of which acts as the coordinating institution.

1. Specific Eligibility Criteria for Blended Intensive Programmes
	Eligible Participating Institutions / Organisations
	Blended Intensive Programmes (BIPs) must be developed and implemented by at least three higher education institutions holding an Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE) from three different Erasmus+ Programme Countries. In addition, any higher education institution or organisation established in a Programme Country may participate in the partnership. Higher education institutions from Partner Countries may also participate in the partnership or send participants at their own expense. However, participants from Partner Countries are not counted towards the minimum eligibility requirements. 

The coordinating institution must be an ECHE-holding higher education institution. This institution must either be the applicant higher education institution or a member of the applicant mobility consortium. 

The sending and/or host institution for students and staff participating in a BIP must be an ECHE-holding higher education institution established in a Programme Country. Academic staff and trainers involved in the implementation of the programme may come from any institution located in a Programme Country (see the section "Eligible Participants").

	Duration of the Activity
	The physical mobility component may last between 5 and 30 days. 

There is no minimum or maximum duration requirement for the virtual component. However, the combined virtual and physical mobility activity must result in the award of at least 3 ECTS credits to participating students. 

A Blended Intensive Programme may be implemented again in subsequent academic years.



Notes
· A BIP must be jointly organised by at least three ECHE-holding higher education institutions from three different Erasmus+ Programme Countries. 
· Institutions from Partner Countries may participate, but their participants are not included when calculating the programme's minimum eligibility requirements. 
· The coordinating institution must always hold a valid Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE). 
· The physical mobility period is 5–30 days. 
· Although the virtual component has no prescribed duration, every BIP must award a minimum of 3 ECTS credits. 
· A BIP may be repeated in future academic years.
Place(s) Where the Activity Takes Place
The physical mobility activity may be carried out at the host higher education institution or at any other venue within the country where the host institution is established. Accordingly, the physical mobility component of the programme may take place anywhere within the host institution's country.
Eligible Participants
Students
Students who are enrolled in a higher education programme at any study cycle up to and including the doctoral level at a higher education institution are eligible to participate in Blended Intensive Programmes.
This includes students enrolled in:
· Short-cycle (Associate Degree) programmes; 
· Bachelor's degree programmes; 
· Master's degree programmes; and 
· Doctoral (PhD) programmes. 
Staff
Staff employed by a higher education institution established in an Erasmus+ Programme Country are eligible to participate in Blended Intensive Programmes.
Academic Staff and Trainers Involved in the Delivery of the Programme
Academic staff and trainers responsible for delivering or contributing to the implementation of the programme may include:
· Staff employed by a higher education institution established in an Erasmus+ Programme Country; 
· Experts invited from enterprises or organisations to teach at a higher education institution established in an Erasmus+ Programme Country; 
· Staff employed by any public or private organisation operating in an Erasmus+ Programme Country that is active in the fields of: 
· the labour market, 
· education, 
· training, 
· youth, 
· research, or 
· innovation, 
including employed doctoral candidates, where applicable.
Eligible External Organisations
External organisations may include, but are not limited to:
· Public institutions; 
· Private enterprises; 
· Research organisations; 
· Educational and training institutions; 
· Non-governmental organisations (NGOs); 
· Innovation centres; and 
· Other organisations operating in fields relevant to the objectives of the Erasmus+ Programme. 
Such organisations may contribute to the implementation of a Blended Intensive Programme by providing teaching, training, practical expertise, or specialised knowledge.
Other Eligibility Criteria
Blended Intensive Programmes (BIPs) must include a short-term physical mobility period integrated with a mandatory virtual component that facilitates collaborative online learning and teamwork.
The virtual component must bring participants together online to work simultaneously on specific tasks and assignments that are integrated into the programme and contribute directly to the intended learning outcomes.
Students participating in a Blended Intensive Programme must be awarded a minimum of 3 ECTS credits upon successful completion of the programme.
To be eligible for Erasmus+ organisational support, a Blended Intensive Programme must involve a minimum of 15 participants.
Academic staff and trainers involved in the implementation of the programme shall not be counted towards this minimum requirement. Accordingly, the minimum of 15 participants must consist exclusively of eligible students and/or staff from Erasmus+ Programme Countries.
Participants shall receive Individual Support and, where applicable, Travel Support for the physical mobility component from their sending institution. In the case of staff invited from enterprises, such support shall be provided by the host higher education institution, where applicable.

2. Selection of Participants
Participants in a Blended Intensive Programme shall be selected by the BIP partnership.
Calls for applications should be addressed only to students and staff from the academic discipline(s) for which the Blended Intensive Programme is organised.
The following selection criteria are recommended:
1. Academic Achievement 
2. First-time Participation in the Erasmus+ Programme 
3. Foreign Language Proficiency 
4. Disadvantaged Background and/or Disability Status 
Notes
· Every BIP must include a compulsory virtual component. 
· The programme must award at least 3 ECTS credits. 
· A minimum of 15 eligible participants is required for the programme to receive organisational funding. 
· Teaching staff and trainers are excluded from the participant count. 
· Individual and travel support are provided in accordance with Erasmus+ funding rules. 
· Participant selection is carried out jointly by the programme partners using transparent and objective criteria.

3. Budget Categories
	Budget Category
	Eligible Costs and Allocation Rules
	Grant Amount

	Organisational Support
	Costs directly related to the organisation and implementation of Blended Intensive Programmes, excluding participants' individual support and travel costs. 

Funding mechanism: Contribution based on unit costs. 

Allocation rule: The grant is calculated according to the number of mobility participants. Academic staff and trainers involved in the delivery of the programme are not included in this calculation. 

The coordinating higher education institution submits the application for Organisational Support on behalf of all higher education institutions participating in the organisation of the programme.
	EUR 400 per participant, for a minimum of 15 funded participants and a maximum of 20 funded participants.


Funding Requirements
To be eligible for Organisational Support, a Blended Intensive Programme must include at least 15 participants.
Academic staff and trainers involved in the implementation of the programme are not counted towards this minimum requirement. Therefore, the minimum number of 15 participants must consist exclusively of eligible students and/or staff from Erasmus+ Programme Countries.
Participants shall receive Individual Support and, where applicable, Travel Support for the physical mobility period from their sending institution. In the case of staff invited from enterprises, such support shall be provided by the host higher education institution, where applicable.
The coordinating higher education institution shall submit the application for Organisational Support on behalf of all higher education institutions involved in organising the Blended Intensive Programme.

